THE RIOTS OF 1749

which he owned twenty shares,* the author of "Tom
Jones7' undertook the task of rendering life and property
safe within the county of Middlesex.

Now and then we may get a glimpse of his household and
court; even see how he was living and how he conducted
business. First of all, there is that oft-quoted passage in
one of Horace Walpole's letters, wherein the wit relates
what he has heard of Fielding's menage, to illustrate the
text that life when deprived of its masque is quite different
from what it appears when dressed for the ball. Writing
from Ms house in Arlington Street, on May 18, 1749, Wai-
pole sends to his friend George Montagu all the news and
scandal that can be crowded into a most amusing letter.
The famous passage on Fielding runs:

"Take sentiments out of their pantoufles, and reduce
them to the infirmities of mortality, what a falling off there
is I I could not help laughing in myself t 'other day, as I
went through Holborn in a very hot day, at the dignity of
human nature; all those foul old-clothes women panting
without handkerchiefs, and mopping themselves all the
way down within their loose jumps. Eigby gave me as
strong a picture of nature: he and Peter Bathurst t'other
night carried a servant of the latter's, who had attempted
to shoot- him, before Fielding; who, to all his other voca-
tions, has, by the grace of Mr. Lyttelton, added that of
Middlesex justice, He sent them word he was at supper,
that they must come next morning. They did not under-
stand that freedom, and ran up, where they found him
banqueting with a blind man, three Irishmen, and a whore,
on some cold mutton and a bone of ham, both in one dish,
and the cursedest dirtiest cloth! He never stirred nor
asked them to sit. Rigby, who had seen him so often come
to beg a guinea of Sir 0. Williams, and Bathurst, at
whose father's he had lived for victuals, understood that

* The number given in his will.

227'while a preliminary address "To the Reader,?7 running on has,
